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THREE LETTERS OF RAWLINS LOWNDES, 
1778 and 1779. 

[The following letters of Rawlins Lowndes, President of 
South Carolina, from March, 1 778 to January, 1 779, copies 
of which were presented to the Society by the late James 
Lowndes, Esq., of Washington, D. C, are important in 
showing the efforts made by President Lowndes to protect 
the State from the impending invasion by the British, im- 
mediately following their invasion of Georgia in 1778. 
They show his sentiments at the time, and support the find- 
ing of the jury in the action for libel brought by Mr. 
Lowndes against Major William Clay-Snipes and tried in 
Charleston at the close of the war, and reported at length 
in the Charleston Evening Gazette, Oct. 27, 1784.] 

Sir 

Our Sister State of Georgia being now actually Invaded 
by a Force from St. Augustine, which perhaps may be a 
prelude to an Attack upon our own from a more formidable 
armament — It becomes necessary for us to be in readiness 
so as to be able to draw forth a respectable part of our 
Strength at an hour's warning as we do not know how soon 
or at what place we may be assailed — You are therefore 
required to Embody the one half of the draughts lately 
made from your Reg', in pursuance to my late Order, and 
to rendezvous them forthwith at or near Sewee Bay ac- 
coutred, officered and provided according to Law, and there 
to hold themselves in readiness untill further Orders, and 
you are requested to take [ ?] Order that the men be pro- 
vided with a month's provision at their place of Rendez- 
vous ; and you will be pleased to give me the earliest Notice 
when your Men are Collected and the Amount of their 
numbers. I am with great Regard 

Sir 
Your very hum. Serv*. 
Raw 8 . Lowndes. 
Cha s Town 25 th . Nov r . 1778. 
Col". Daniel Horry. 
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Sir 

I had the Hon r . of receiving your favour of the 6 t *. which 
was taken in at some publick house and brot to me many- 
days after the date. The letter you mention to have wrote 
me the first Instant has never come to my hands. I did 
myself the pleasure of Writing you on the unfortunate 
affair of Georgia and recommended my letter to the Care 
of Gen 1 . Lincoln, not knowing where particularly to direct 
for you. Our Situation Sir is truly Critical and without 
spirited and manly Exertions, we shall be disgraced in the 
Eyes of America, and dispersed by the Enemy. By a proper 
Conduct we might Baffle the designs of our Enemy and 
punish them for their rashness but we are supine to a degree 
oi stupi faction — would it not Sir be proper to collect your 
Scattered Inhabitants to your Hand and near Augusta and 
Concert with General Williamson the most effectual means 
of Opposing the Enemy, should they attempt to march into 
the interior Country? And to awe and Restrain the dis- 
affected from joining them, a force that is inconsiderable 
and useless when scattered and separated, may be formid- 
able and respectable Collected and brot to a point — at least, 
every man stationed to some port & added to the others will 
be useful in the present moment — there is much to do and 
much to be feared if it is not done. Gen 1 . Williamson 
writes me that he thought it a proper measure to seize for 
the publick on all the Boats and Water Craft on both sides 
of the River, not only to prevent their being made use of 
against us — but also to be in readiness in Case we sh d have 
Occasion for them ourselves — the Gen 1 desires I w a men- 
tion this to you & I hope you will agree in the propriety of 
the measure for in these times the precise Terms of the 
Law must not be too scrupuliusly adhered to. I heartily 
lament the distressed situation of our Friends in Georgia 
and feel most sensibly for their misfortunes — and sincerely 
hope with you Sir that it may not be long before you will 
regain your possessions and be restored to your Country — 
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everything that we can do to Facilitate that desirable Event 
you may depend on, at least so far as is in the power of 

Sir 
Cha". Town Your Most Obed 1 & Most hum. Serv 1 

21 Jan' r . 1779 Raw* Lowndes 

To Israel Joseph on King Street. 
Ft. Charlestown. 

Dear Sir 

Capt Drayton did me the fav'. to let me know he sets off 
for Camp early tomorrow morning. I have nothing to add 
to the Lett' I had the Hon' to write you by Capt. Shubrick 
of the 29 th . — only the Intelligence I have just received from 
General Bull. He writing me that the Enemy Fleet at Scull 
Creek consists of five ships — three Brigs & One Sloops — 
that only one Armed Vessel is amongst them supposed to 
be the Vigilant — that she was aground — that it is Con- 
jectured they contain 1000 Troops — I dont know from 
what foundation the computation is made — perhaps instead 
of the Vigilant being aground, she may be only [Heeled?] 
in order to get over the banks — I hope Gen 1 Bull has given 
you all my Information and that it is rather unnecessary 
from me but as his Lett' is just received — I thought I w d 
just mention it to you. I expect Beaufort is Re-enforced 
by this time by the Cha" Town detachments. — I forgot to 
mention to you that hearing the Roads were very bad I had 
issued orders to the Commissioners to repair them imme- 
diately — but the Legislature are ab l a more effectual mode 
to have that necessary Business dispatched — I sh d . be obliged 
to you Sir if you would order the Commanding Officer of 
Richardson's Brigade to make me a particular record & 
Return of the Number of Men he has at Camp. 

With very great Regard I am 
Dr Sir 

Your Obed. Ser 1 
Raw". Lowndes 
Tuesday Night 31 Jan. 1779 
Hon'ble Gen". Lincoln. 



